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Lots going on - Keeping you informed

A short interim Newsletter as there is a lot going on and we want to keep you updated.

Trinity – Could try harder. Much Harder.

Most residents are concerned at the lack of service being provided by Trinity.  Hilliers have now been sub-contracted to maintain the grounds and this area has improved a little, but Trinity’s other responsibilities, such as fixing defects, are being neglected.   QEPRA offered to assist Trinity by compiling a defects list for them, but Trinity’s response has been poor.  If you see new defects please let Trinity know directly on Trinitys phone number and email, and also copy Liz on elizabet@qepra.wanadoo.co.uk. A digital picture always helps.

QEPRA continues to raise this lack of professionalism with Ivan Ball at Laing. Our next step will be to contact Trinity’s directors in person but this is a last resort.  You should be aware that we are not empowered to ‘fire’ Trinity, as we are not the direct contracting body.

The 5 Hot Topics

Bus route
The Bus Route issue is not resolved. The developers did a site wide survey of residents last year, with the result that 90% of residents wanted the bus to stay on Grange Road.  Despite this they continue to look at alternative options with GBC, SCC and Arriva. The latest option is to bring the bus down Railton road, around the commercial centre, and back out along Railton road. QEPRA feels that this is a poor dilution of the original planning aim – to have a mini bus shuttle service from the site to the town centre. Again, we would encourage you as individuals to make your feelings felt in writing, by email or in person to our contacts at Laing/Linden, GBC, SCC and the Ward Councillors.

A number of QEP residents who will be affected by the Bus Route intend to pursue litigation with the Developers if the bus route is changed.

Community Centre
 
Updated plans for the proposed community centre will be released soon, but the changes from those currently submitted are mainly cosmetic.  QEPRA’s concerns remain around size, commercial viability and impacts on parking and traffic

A number of QEP residents have explained that they will pursue litigation with GBC and the Developers should the Community Centre in its current form be approved.

Play ground/Hard Court Play Area/Pedestrian Access
These 3 issues, along with the Bus Route and the Community Centre represent the 5 hot topics that are outstanding on the site.  QEPRA met with Elizabeth Mitchell, a Director at GBC with responsibilities for planning on the 23rd May to put forward our concerns. Elizabeth’s response was professional, detached and relatively unsupportive. Her overall view was that the site had been through the planning process during 2001 and 2002, and opening up the process again would be difficult. She committed to respond to each of our 5 hot topics, and when she does QEPRA will let you know. At this point some kind of public meeting for QEP residents would make sense, so watch this space. 

There are a lot of differing views about the playground or LEAP (Locally Equipped Area of Play.  This newsletter includes a questionnaire, which we would like you to fill in and return.

Social Events

Wine and Cheese evening 12th April – Were you there? 
QEPRA’s initial social event, a Wine and Cheese evening held in the TA centre on Railton road, attracted around 60 residents from across the site. There were a lot of new faces, and all enjoyed the evening. A very big thanks to Budgens for sponsoring the event

Summer fair – Saturday 3rd September
Dick Moody has taken on the mammoth task of organising a summer fair, to take place on Saturday 3rd September  There will be lots of activities for all ages.  If you can help in any way please get in touch.  Dick can be contacted on rtj.moody@virgin.net .
Neighbourhood Watch Update

Something from Rick

All yours Rick…just bang it in and I’ll tart it up.
Local Ads

If you run your own business and would be interested in advertising to QEP’s 425+ residents, please contact our interim Newsletter Editor, Gavin Critchley on critchley1968@yahoo.co.uk . We would be happy to include your  adverts for a small fee which will help to cover printing costs.

WANTED: Newsletter Editor. No experience or expertise necessary. Must have own computer. Contact Gavin Critchley on critchley1968@yahoo.co.uk 
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Useful contacts

Police  
If you see crime taking place call 999  If you want to report a crime call 0845 125 222. Make sure you get an incident number.

Community Police Liaison Officer 
Sheila Willis: 07967 986569.  Willis10641@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Borough Councillors:
Jayne Marks: 
Tel. 01483 232124 , e-mail  marksj@guildford.gov.uk
Pauline Searle: 
 SearleP@guildford.gov.uk  (Pauline is also our new County Councillor)

Fiona White:  
whitef@guildford.gov.uk
MP 
Anne Milton: anne.milton@btinternet.com 

Trinity
Bill, can you add in Trinity’s email address please, and their number if you have it
And finally…..

Drive carefully….

Bright evenings and warm weather will bring children onto the roads. Please drive carefully on the site and the approach roads, and have consideration for our non -EP neighbours.

Lock up….

Warm weather means more open windows on houses and cars. Be sensible and lock up when you go out. If you’re away on holidays let your neighbours and/or Neighbourhood Watch coordinator know. Lets keep the crime down on QEP.

Get in touch……

This is only our second Newsletter, and we hope someone other than just the QEPRA committee are reading it. Articles, letters, criticism (constructive or hostile!) are all welcome!
Children’s Play Area Questionnaire
Part of the original proposal for QEP was that there should be a children’s play area – known in planning terms as a LEAP (Locally Equipped Area of Play) somewhere within the development, probably on the Village Green.   This would be a play area with some installed equipment, which might include such items as swings, a seesaw, and the like.  

Approval in principle for this was given at the time of granting permission for the whole development, although the details of it (size, exact location, materials to be used, etc.) will have to be submitted for full planning permission.

Your QEPRA committee would like to find out the views of QEP residents about this play area, particularly the views of people whose properties are adjacent to the Village Green, and those who have young children.  This information would help the committee to represent the views of residents when talking to councillors, planners, etc.

Please would you fill in this questionnaire (ONE PER HOUSEHOLD PLEASE) and send it back to Dinah Bisdee, who is QEPRA membership secretary.  Address given at end of questionnaire.

The questionnaire may be posted or delivered by hand, faxed to Dinah on 01483 857523, or filled in electronically and e-mailed to dinah@onetel.com.  If you would like to receive it electronically and have not yet done so, please e-mail Dinah to ask for the file.

1. Overall, based on what you currently know, what are your views on the proposed Play Area?

RING ONE NUMBER

	Very much in favour of it
	1

	Somewhat in favour of it
	2

	Do not mind one way or the other
	3

	Somewhat opposed to it
	4

	Very much opposed to it
	5


2. Please give your reasons for the answer you gave at Q.1. PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY

	

	

	

	


3. Here are some things that people might say about the proposed play area.  For each one, please indicate how much you agree or disagree with it by ringing one number on each line.

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	The play area will be a valuable amenity for young children
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	The play area will attract vandalism
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	It will be a useful focal point for the community in QEP
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I / we would be concerned that it would generate noise
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	It would spoil the Village Green to have a play area on it
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I support the play area if it does not cause any nuisance to local residents
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	A community like QEP needs a children’s play area
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


4. If the play area goes ahead, do you have any views on where it should or could be located within the development – whether on the Village Green, or elsewhere?  If so please write them below.

	

	

	

	


5. Do you have any other comments about the proposed play area?  If so please write them below.

	

	

	

	


6. Please write in how many children are in your household…

Aged under 5 _________  Aged 5-9_________       Aged 10-14__________

IF NO CHILDREN UNDER 14 IN HOUSEHOLD PLEASE WRITE ‘NONE’

7. Do you think that your family would use the Play Area?

RING ONE NUMBER

	Yes
	1
	Answer Q.8

	No
	2
	Go to Q.9.

	Don’t know
	3
	


8. If you say your family would use the Play Area, how often do you think you would use it in the average week?

RING ONE NUMBER

	Once a week or less
	1

	2-3 times a week
	2

	4-5 times a week
	3

	Every day, or nearly every day
	4


9. Is your house/ flat adjacent to the Village Green?

	Yes
	1

	No
	2


10.    Please write in your house/ flat number and the name of your road or block of flats.   This information is needed to make sure the sample truly represents QEP residents.  Questionnaires without this information will not be accepted.

	Number
	Name of road/ block of flats

	
	


Thank you very much for participating in this survey.

If you would like to be informed of the results of this survey, please give your name and e-mail address, or postal address if no e-mail.  

	Name
	E-mail address

	
	


Please return questionnaire to:

(Ms.) Dinah Bisdee

Membership Secretary, QEPRA

16 Railton Road

Queen Elizabeth Park.

The questionnaire may be posted or delivered by hand,  faxed to Dinah on 01483 857523, or filled in electronically and e-mailed to dinah@onetel.com.  (Request electronic copy if not already received,  by e-mailing Dinah.)   If sending by e-mail, please rename the file with your house/flat number and street (e.g. 16 Railton Road) to avoid confusion.







PLEASE HELP WITH A UNIVERSITY RESEARCH STUDY!





�    


Are you aged 50-60 (women) or 50-65 (men)?





And, are you either still working in your main occupation (professional/ managerial/ skilled technical), 





Or have you been made redundant (when over 50) or taken early retirement (aged over 50, but not for health reasons), within the last five years?





If you can say yes to 1 and either 2 or 3, and you would be willing to take part in a study being done at the University of Surrey, please would you contact me as soon as possible. It involves a confidential tape-recorded interview taking 45-60 minutes, which can be arranged at a time to suit you, in your home or mine.  Please contact Dinah Bisdee on 01483 857418 or e-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:d.bisdee@surrey.ac.uk ��d.bisdee@surrey.ac.uk�

















Dates for your diary – Saturday 3rd September for the Summer Fair, X of X for the Afternoon Tea


